s Child Rights Journal 6o

2024; 5(20): 45-53
I . . International ThinkTank of ~ The Iranian Association of ~ The Iranian Association of
Journal Homepage: http://childrightsjournal.ir Human Dignity Medical Law Child Rights

Challenges of the Iranian Government in Relation to the Rights of Child
Laborers in Light of International Law

Pardis Karimpour*, Elaheh Bahrami?

1. Department of Law, Tehran South Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
2. Department of Law, Tehran Central Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: This article examines the challenges of the Iranian government in the field of
child labor rights according to the requirements and standards of international law and provides a
comprehensive analysis of the current situation and reform needs in this field. The main purpose of the
research is to identify the problems and weaknesses in the policies and laws related to the rights of
working children and compare them with international standards. The findings of the research show that
economic poverty, unemployment, and lack of educational opportunities are among the main factors that
increase the phenomenon of child labor in Iran. Harsh and exploitative working conditions for children
have serious negative effects on their physical and mental health and their educational and career future.
While the existing laws, such as the "Labor Law" and the "Law on the Protection of Children and
Adolescents”, have relatively addressed the rights of children, the implementation weaknesses and
regulatory deficiencies have prevented the full realization of the goals of these laws.

Method: This study employed an analytical and comparative approach, reviewing international
conventions such as the CRC and ILO treaties alongside Iranian legal frameworks, supported by
qualitative data, reports, and expert interviews.

Results: Results reveal that poverty, unemployment, lack of quality education, and weak enforcement of
laws are the main drivers of child labor in Iran, while existing efforts remain insufficient compared to
international standards.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Iran needs structural reforms, stronger monitoring systems, and
effective educational and social support programs to align with global commitments and improve the
protection of child labor rights.
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